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PSALM ciii. 13, 14, 15, 16. 


Like as a Father pitieth his Children, jo the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him. For he 

knoweth our Frame, he remembereth that we 
; are Duſt, As for Man, his Days are as 
1 Graſs, as a Flower of the Field ſo he 
"* fourifheth, For the Wind paſſeth over it, 
1 and it is gone; and the Place thereof ſhall 
br know it no more. But the Mercy of the 
Lord is from everlaſting to everlaſting upon 
them that fear him, and his Righteouſneſs 
unto Childrens Children. To ſuch as keep his 
Covenant, and to thoſe that remember his 
Commandments to do them. 


S the Providence of God has an in- 
ſtructive Language as well as his 
Word, and we ought to have our 
Ears open to the Diſcipline of both, 

I deſign this Diſcourſe as an Improvement of 
the Death of a valuable Member of this Congre- 
gation, Mrs. ELEANOR BIGG: And I take 
the Words I have read as the Foundation of my 

Thoughts, as I have been directed to them by 

the loving and beloved Huſband ſhe hath left 
behind; and becauſe I think there is ſomething 
in them particularly ſuited to her Circum- 


(2) 
ſtances and Condition in the latter Part of her 
Life. 
The Pſalm itſelf is a noble Hymn of Praiſe 
to God : What gave the direct Occaſion for the 
Compoſure of it was probably David's Recovery 


from a Fit of Sickneſs ; for he ſpeaks of God's 


delivering his Life from Deſtruction, healing bis 
Diſeaſes, and renewing his Youth like the Eagle's : 
But it is natural in pious and devout Minds, that 
the Receipt of one Bleſſing from God ſhould a- 
waken the Memory and Senſe of others: ac- 
cardingly, with uncommon Grandeur of Senti- 
ment and Expreſſion, he calls upon his Soul 
and all that was within him to bleſs the Name 
of God, and not forget all his Benefits. From 
the Contemplation of the Goodneſs of God to 
himſelf, he deſcends to a View of the great 
and extenſive Effects of it among his Creatures, 
eſpecially the Family of rael, v. 6—13. 

He then draws a Picture of the State and the 
Life of Man in this World, which, tho' very 
gloomy is very juſt ; his Frame is Duſt, his Days 
are as Graſs, and as the Flower of the Field ſo he 
Houriſbeth, over which the Wind paſſeth and it is 
gone, and the Place thereof ſhall know it no more. 

—But you may obſerve, that all he ſays on 
this mournful Topic 1s only with a view of do- 
ing the proper Honour to the Goodneſs, which 
was large enough to fill up this poor Creature's 
Vanity and Emptineſs. 
pitieth his Children, ſo the Lord pitieth them that 


Frame, 


Like as a Father 
fear. bim: If they are Duſt he knoweth their 
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Frame, and remembereth that they are ſo: If 


the Days of Man are as Graſs, &c. in the 


Shortneſs of their Duration and Extent, and 
the Vanity of any Dependence upon them, 
The Mercy of the Lord is from everlaſting to. 
everlaſting upon them that fear him, and his 
Righteouſneſs unto Childrens Children, &c. 

In entering upon this Subject, I would ob- 
| ſerve, that tho' we have, in the ſacred Writ- 

ings, ſuch an Account of the divine Nature as 
fully coincides with the moſt exact and juſt 
Reaſonings of our Minds concerning that ex- 
cellent and all-perfe& Being, yet the Scripture 
has not given us Ideas of a God in an abſtract 
and philoſophical Way, but the Repreſenta- 
tion is accommodated to the various Paſſions 
and Affections of our Nature, that by getting 
hold of our Hearts it might ftrike us in the 
moſt lively and ſenſible manner. I might men- 
tion Inſtances where moſt of the divine Per- 
fections are ſpoken of under theſe fort of Fi- 
gures; but this way of ſpeaking is in nothing 
more remarkable, than in the Accounts the 
Scriptures give us of the divine Goodneſs and 
Benignity: Upon his Topic the Language of 
Men ſeems to be ranſacked, to find out Words 
that ſhould be ſufficiently encouraging. Tis 
not enough that the Scripture has told us, and 
repeats it a thouſand times, that God is a Being 
of infinite and unbounded: Goodneſs, but if 
there is a Name and Character of peculiar 
Tenderneſs and endearing Compaſſion among 


B 2 Men, 


b 
ſ ; 
7 
| 
: 
'F 


n 
e 


04 T = 
Men, that is laid hold of, and the Goodneſs 
of God is repreſented by it. His Saints and 
Servants are his Choſen, his Heritage, his 
Jewels, and the Apple of his Eye; and he is 
their Husband, their Father, their Friend; and 


every thing that can betoken his Affection to 


them, and their Safety and Happineſs in his 
Favour, Now in meditating on theſe 3 
and Characters, tho', on the one hand, 


would be wrong to ſtrain them to any groſs * | 


fulſome Ideas; and we ought ever to remember 
that whatever Kindneſs and Affection they-1m- 
port, it can be no other than what is worthy 
of the all- perfect God, and his entire Nature; 


yet as he has aſſumed theſe Names and Cha- 


racters on purpoſe to encourage our Hope and 
Confidence, it would be both Ingratitude to 
him and Cruelty to ourſelves, if we did not 
extract all the Conſolation out of them which 
they fairly will afford : I hope I ſhall keep this 
double Caution before my Eyes, while I open 
the lovely Repreſentation the Text gives us 
of the divine Goodneſs, that ike as a Father 
Pitieth his Children jo the Lord pitieth them that 


fear him, that he knoweth our Prame, and re- 


membereth that we are Duſt. That as for Man, 
the his Days are as Graſs, &c. Vet the Mercy 


of the Lord is from everlaſting to cverlaſiing upon 
them that fear him, &e. As the Lord's pitying 


them that fear him ſuppoſes ſomething in their 
Caſe that is pitiable, and his Mercy being upon 
them, ſuppoſes fome Deficiency, Diſtreſs and 

Miſery 
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Miſery on their Part, which calls for and needs 
his Mercy, the moſt natural Diviſion of my 
Subject will be this. 


I. To enquire what there is in the Caſe of 
good Men, that ſtands in need of Pit 
and of Mercy. 

II. To ſhew how under all the pitiable 
Circumſtances of their Diſtreſs, The Lord 
pities them like as a Faber pitieth his 
Children, and his Mercy towards them is 
from everlaſting to everlaſting. 


I. I am to enquire what there is in the Caſe and 


Circumſtances of good Men that ſtands in need 


of Pity and Mercy. There is a great deal in 
their Caſe and Character that calls for Joy, 
Thankfulneſs, and a noble Glorying: A Saint is 
the moſt lovely and happy Creature out of 
Heaven : Take ſuch an one in the moſt depreſt 
and loaded, and others in the molt elevated 
and happy Circumſtances that human Nature 
knows, He is to be felicitated, and zhey are to 


be pitied ; and accordingly he would not change 


his Condition, upon the whole, for all that this 
or a thouſand ſuch Worlds as this could give; 
but at the ſame time that there is a bright fide 
of his Caſe, there is a dark one too, and ſome- 
thing that ſtands in need of Pity and of Mercy; 
and, to be ſatisfied of this, let us take a ſhort 
View of the State of Man in this World, and 
the Inconveniences which, as all are born to, 


ſo 
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ſo neither the Religion of a good Man's Heart 


on the one hand, nor the peculiar Regards of 
God for him on the other, do exempt him 
from; and, for the ſake of Order, let us 
conſider Man with reference to the two great 
Ingredients of his Compoſition, his Body and 
his So; his animal, and his intellectual 


Part, | 85 | 
1. As to his Body or animal Part: Tis but 


to open, and a little illuſtrate the account given 


in the Text, and we have a full View of the 
State of Man as to this lower Part of his Na- 
ture: Our Frame is Duſt, and our Days are as 
Graſs : The Frame is indeed wonderfully made, 
and curiouſly wrought, and its Formation ſhews 
the Builder's amazing Wiſdom ; but ſtill it is 
but Du/t ; the Materials are but Duſt, tho' the 


Workmanſhip is ſo exquiſite and divine ; and 


being made of Duſt, to Duſt it will return, 
The very Principles by which our Frame ſub- 
ſiſts, both neceſſitate and bring on its Diſſolu- 
tion, and make Death quite as natural as is our 
Life. The Pſalmiſt further tells us that as 
or Man, his Days are as Graſs, and as the 


F 
Flower of the Field, fo he flourifheth, &c. As 


or Man,-—the Creature that makes ſuch. a 
Noiſe and Parade in the World, that is formed 
for a longer Duration in the World than moſt 
of the other Beings, that live upon this Spot ; 
Man—that has contrived ſo many ways to keep 
out Diſeaſes and Death, by Food, by Medi- 


cine, and by Clothing his Days are as 
Graſs, 
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Graſs, and the Flower of the Field: How in- 
ſignificant. is a Blade of Graſs, how many of 
them are trampled upon and periſh,. and no 
Notice is taken of them : and of what account 
is Man to the Almighty God ? What is he, 
with all his Pride and Vanity, in Compariſon 
with the nobler Works of the divine Hand ?— 
How weak and frail is the Graſs, and the 
Flower of the Field? A Tree is not brought 
down without ſome Labour, but the Graſs and 
the Flower of the Field is eafily deſtroyed ;. The 
Wind paſſeth over it and it 1s gone ; a Blaſt of 
Cold nips it, and a little Gleam of immoderate 
Heat burns it up : Such are the Days of Man in 
this World : We are in ſome Danger every Step 
we tread, and in every Place we go into. So 
many are the Doors at which Death may come 
in, that we may meet it at our Tables, in any 
Morſel we eat, and any Draught we drink; the 
very Inſtruments and natural means of preſerv- 
ing Life may let in Death upon us, 

Some Things that are naturally feeble may 
laſt a great while; but /e Graſs and Flower of 
the Field is not one of that Number; to-day it 
7s, and to-morrow it is caſt into the Oven: It 
ſoon dies of itſelf, tho' nothing ſhould deſtroy 
and cut it down ; and in this too the Days of 
Man are as the Graſs and the Flower of the 
Field, Old Age will ſoon do the Work of - 
Death, if no Diſtemper does it before. 

All J have faid under this Head, deſcribes 
what is the Lot of Man in his beſt Eſtate : Let 
„ the 
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the Texture of the bodily Frame be ever fo 


ſtrong, ever ſo beautiful, it is but Duſt ; let. 


the Days of Man be ever ſo fair and bright, and 
be the Storms that ruffle them ever ſo few, 
ſtill the Pſalmiſt's Deſcription ſuits them; but 


how much blacker Scenes might one draw; 


and yet take the blackeſt of them from Origi- 
nals, that are far from uncommon in the 


World :—The Miſeries that flow into the World 
from cruel Oppreſſion, when on. the Side of 


the Oppreſſor there is Power, and the oppreſſed 
have no Comforter ;—the Tears of the Fatherleſs 


and the Widow ;—the unknown and little re- 
garded Agony of a dejected melancholy Mind, 


and diſturbed Imagination ;—the chaſtening 
of our Bones with Pain, and the Multitude of 
our Bones with {ſtrong Pain ;—the Caſes where 
the moſt ſevere bodily Diſorders and the moſt 
ſharp and diſtreſſing Poverty and Want meet 
together; what Mankind may ſuffer from 
one another, the Unkindneſs of Friends, the 
Malice of Enemies, beſides what may ariſe 
from the general Contraction and Hardneſs of 
Men's Hearts, and their utter Inſenſibility to 

each other's Wants and Miſeries. Such 
Things as theſe, and numberleſs others of the 
ſame dark Nature, are in one degree or other 
the Heritage of Man in this World, and theſe 

the pitiable Circumſtances of his State and Na- 
ture ; and theſe being the Lot of Men as ſuch, 

God has not cutout for good Mena Road by them 


ſelves in which theſe Things may be avoided ; 
| but 
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but they muſt bear them in common with 
their Fellow-Creatures ; nay, it would be eaſy 
to mention ſeveral Circumſtances of Diſtreſs 
which are the peculiar Portion of good Men, 
and fall to their Share in Conſequence of their 
being ſuch. And then (to finiſh this Article 
of the Account) when we have weathered thro' 
the various Storms of Life, the Grave is the 
only Port we have. The only Comfort of 
Nature is this awfu/ one, that our Wearineſs 
is no where at Reſt, but in a Place that diſ- 
ſolves theſe Bodies into Duſt, and ſhuts us up 
for ever from all Converſe with the Living. 

2. Let us conſider Man in his ſpiritual and 
intellectual Nature, and thoſe Circumſtances 
with regard to this, in which thoſe who fear 
the Lord ſtand in need of Pity and Mercy. 
TheRighteous is unſpeakably more excellent and 
more happy than his Neighbour, in that Degree 
of Self-Dominion, and Liberty of the Will and 
moral Powers, which he has arrived to: Tis 
hideous to ſee (as one ſometimes does) the baſe 
Captivity under which wicked Men are held 
by their Luſts and Paſſions ; very often we 
may obſerve them under ſtrong Convictions in 
their Conſciences of the Shamefulneſs and Folly 
of a particular Sin, and making Refolutions to 
have no more to do with it; and yet comply- 
ing with the firſt new Temptation, and all their 
Reſolutions vaniſhing into Air: And ' tis equally 
delightful to obſerve in good Men the Tri- 
umphs of Religion and divine Grace, in the 

C Subjection 
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Subjection of inordinate Deſires to the Dictates 
of Conſcience, and the Authority of God; eſ- 
pecially when the Sin is laid aſide and overcome 
that did once eaſily beſet: A good Man has 
an Angel's Mind in Compariſon with a Soul 
funk in Senſuality and Corruption; but with 


all this if we conſider that even this 1 and 


renewed Part is now united to Fleſh and Blood, 
we ſhall find it to lie under fad and pitiable 
Circumſtances of Diſadvantage. 

The Soul is an intelligent Principle and 
Power ; and yet according to the preſent Laws 
of Union, it muſt have the Body's Leave to 
think and reaſon at all: How often are its 
Operations interrupted and broken in upon by 
the Diſorder of the animal Frame? It is con- 
fined to act by the Levers and Pullies of bodily 


Organs; it receives no Intelligence but by the 


Inſtrumentality of the bodily Senſes ; what 
Ideas and Traces it has of Things muſt be 
lodged in the Brain ; a Compoſition of Fleſh 
and Fibres; and it has no known way of con- 
veying theſe to others, but by ſenſible Images 
and the Uſe of articulated Breath : Who does 
not ſee, by this Repreſentation, that the Body, 
which is the Dwelling-Place of the Soul, is in 
a Sort its Priſon too, and keeps it immured 


from its own native intellectual World, with 


which it has no Communication but Zhro* a 
Glaſs darkly, the Lattices and glimmering 
Lights of the Dungeon to which it is con- 
fined ? 

But 
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But this is not the worſt of the Caſe; as the 


it ſhould corrupt it too: Conſider the Soul of 
Man as a ſpiritual and immaterial Subſtance, 
whoſe Food is Truth, whoſe Perfection is 
Holineſs, and whoſe End and Happineſs 1s 
God, the Sum and Center of both; as ſuch, 
what has it to do with the Supply of bodily 
Wants, the Conduct of an animal Nature, 
and all the various Purſuits and Cares by which 
the Sons of Men are ſo much agitated? And 
yet, by virtue of its Union with the Body, to 
all theſe Things, it is obliged to ſtoop, and 10 
intereſt itſelf deeply in them: This is not, in- 
deed, a Thing to be complained of, becauſe 'tis 
the righteous and wiſe Appointment of God, 
and the Way he takes to diſcipline and train up 
the Spirits of Men for the more glorious State 
hereafter ; and accordingly the preſent Virtue 
and Religion of Man, in a good mealure, lies 
in maintaining the Supremacy of Reaſon and 
Conſcience over the Inclinations of the lower Na- 
ture, and duly diſcharging the Obligations of rela- 
tive Life : And as it is this makes the Virtue, this 
alſo makes the Dithculty of Religion ; and is the 
Reaſon why our Duty is repreſented by Terms of 
Labour and Pain, and doing Things to which 
Fleſh and Blood has the greateſt Reluctance, 
And 1n trying and hazardous Circumſtances 
is the Soul, even of a good Man, by this Ap- 
pointment of God often in : Appetitegare i im- 
portunate for a Gratification, and yet they 
C2 muit 


Body confines the Soul, there is Danger leſt 


- 
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muſt be ſuppreſt; an earthly Good of one kind 


or another preſents itſelf to our Deſires, and 
it comes ſo far within our reach, that if we 
will ſacrifice Integrity and a good Conſcience 


*tis ours at once; and yet, by all our Hopes 


of Heaven, we are forbid to touch it : Our 
valuable Comforts in this World are embit- 
tered, are threatened, or they are removed into 
Darkneſs; and yet here we are obliged not to 
diſcover the leaſt Impatience, or angry Reſent- 
ment, but to bleſs a taking as well as a giving 
God: Or, to put a yet ſtronger Caſe, we have 
every earthly Satisfaction we can wiſh for, and 
that can contribute to make this World deſirable, 

and yet we are obliged not to love the World 
nor the Things of the World, inaſmuch as, if 
we do fo, 15 Love of the Father is not in us ; 
Life is to -be calmly reſigned, when it has its 
{ſweeteſt Taſte and Reliſh, if the Sovereign 
Lord of all calls for it, and the moſt alluring 
Engagements of any earthly Happineſs muſt 
never draw down our Hearts from God, as our 
ſupreme Portion and Happineſs, and a Purſuit 
of Heaven, as our firſt and great Concern. 

There is a ſolemn Competition for our Hearts, 


and a kind of Balance hung out from Heaven, 


in which we are to take an Eſtimate of Things ; 
in the one Scale lies every thing that can weigh 
under the Name of Honour, Profit, or Plea. 
ſare, in the other Heaven and an eternal 
Weight of Glory : *Tis true, in the Eye of 


ſanctified Reaſon and divine Faith, the latter 


Pre- 
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preponderates infinitely; for what is there in 
the preſent Time worthy to be compared with 
the Glory to be revealed? What 1s a Man pro- 

fited if he ſhould gain the whole World and 
loſe his own Soul? or what can a Man give in 
exchange for bis Soul? But calmly to 

eſtimate and take the true Weight of Things, 

eſpecially when that which lies on one ſid eis 

preſent, and ever making its ſoft Addreſſes to 

our Hearts, and the, Things on the other are 

future, inviſible and eternal is no ſuch eaſy 

Matter; and a hard Struggle do the beſt of 
Men often find within themſelves to give the 
better Part the Value and Eſteem it ought to, 
have with them. 1 
Theſe are ſome of the Circumſtances in 
which good Men ſtand in need of Pity and 
Mercy : And now having conſidered theſe, 


II. I come to ſhew how, under all the 
pitiable Circumſtances of their Diſtreſs, lige as 
a Father pitieth his Children, ſo the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him, and his Mercy to- 
wards them is from everlaſiing to everlaſt- 
ing. 
There may be ſome People in the World, 
who may make the very Circumſtances of Im- 
perfection and Diſtreſs, which thoſe who fear 
the Lord may be in, an Objection againſt 
God's having that tender Regard for them 
which the Text ſpeaks of, God's parental Pity 
and everlaſting Mercy, (if they were to be 

Judges 
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Judges and Directors) ought to operate rather 
in preventing their Diſtreſs, than relieving it, 
as that of a tender Father to his Children 
would, 'Tis a ſufficient Anſwer to any ſuch 
weak Suggeſtion to ſay two Things, firſt, that 
a great deal of the Diſtreſs and Miſery which is 
in the World, was occaſioned by the Sin and 
Apoſtacy of Men from God: God made nei- 
ther Death nor Diſeaſes, but by one Man Sin 
entered into the World, and Death by Sin, and 


fo Death paſſeth upon all Men, and Diſeaſes in- 


troduce it, becauſe all have ſinned. Very dif- 
ferent certainly would the State of Man on 
Earth have been, if he had not ſought out 
many Inventions, and what the Words of this 
Scripture would never have fitted : As to that 
worſe Frailty, Diſeaſe and Death, which good 
Men are diſtreſſed under the Senſe and Feeling 
of, I mean the Indiſpoſition they fometimes 
are under to the Exerciſes of Religion and the 
ſpiritual Life, (of which ſome Account has 


been given under the laſt Head) theſe are 


Streams from the ſame Fountain; or, how- 


ever their Entrance into the World is ac- 


counted for, God is not the Author of them: 
Secondly, as to any Diſtreſs and Miſery, which 
came by his Appointment, it 1s ordained for 
the wiſeſt Ends, and if Men are not wanting 
to themſelves, they may derive the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial Benefits from it. 

This being enough to clear the Objection 


mentioned, let us attend to the Proof of the 
main 


4 
main Point, that under all the Diſtreſſes and 
Imperfections to which good Men are liable 
in this World, they have an effectual Succour 
and Support in the fatherly Pity and everlaſting 
Mercy of the Lord. And as their Circum- 
ſtances of Diſtreſs and Imperfection have been 
conſidered, in relation either to their Bodies or 
their Souls, let us keep in our Minds that Diſ- 
tinction. | | 
With Regard to their Bodzes, and the Life 
they ſpend in this World, are they Duſt, and 
their Days as the Graſs ? &c, on account of 
the Frailty and ſhort Extent of the Life of 
Man? The Appointment of God in this Af- 
fair is itſelf in much Mercy; however loth we 
may be to believe it. It is a Mercy in Provi- 
dence, that the Life of bad Men is ſo frail and 
ſhort as it is. What Diſorders do they often 
bring the World into? what Miſchiefs do they 
do, and what Miſery create ? And commonly 
the greateſt to the moſt worthy : It is there- 
fore a kind Diſpenſation, that theſe poiſonous 
Weeds flouriſh but a little while; and that tho' 
the Miſchief they do is great, it is not very 
long and laſting. As to good Men the Caſe is 
ſelf- evident: They come into the World prin- 
cipally to ſecure a Title to Heaven, and a 
Meetneſs for it; and when this is done, cer- 
tainly the ſooner they get to their Home, and 
entcr on their Reward, the better. It would 
indeed be well for the World, if God ſaw fit, 
that good People ſhould abide a great while in 
the 
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the Fleſh ; the ſame Principles that make them 
pious towards God will make them uſeful to 
Mankind ; but the ſpeedy Removal of ſuch is 
to rhemſebves a great Gain ; all that is loſt on 
Earth is gained in Heaven. And the Frailty 
of Life is a Mercy to ſuch, as well as its ſhort 
Duration : Perhaps a due Senſe of this gave 
them the firſt Turn to Religion; it is certainly 
adapted to keep their Attention to eternal 
Things awake : It is a loud Call to a greater 
Detachment from this World, their Continu- 
ance in which is ſo precarious ; and to a more 
familiar Correſpondence with the other, which 
they ought ever to think themſelves on the 


Borders of. 
Further: Amidſt the Imperfection and 


Frailty of human Life, and the various Weak- 
neſſes and Diſorders to which good Men are 
incident, they may depend on the Fatherly 
Pity and everlaſting Mercy of God, to furniſh 
all the Succour and Support they may ſtand in 
need of, He will ſupport their weak Frame, 
guide their feeble Steps, as a kind Father does 
thoſe of his tottering helpleſs Child: While he 
has any Service for them to do in his Family, 
they cannot die, be diſabled and laid afide, and 
when by Incapacity or by Death he lays his 
Servants aſide, that itſelf is an Evidence that 
he has nothing more for them to do in this 
World. 

Sore and grievous Afflictions may be the 


Lot of good Men in Life; where is the Son 
Whom 
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| (17) 2 
whom his heavenly Father hath not. chaſtened ? 
But the Fatherly Pity and everlaſting Mercy of 
God, gives to good Men all the Security they 
can wiſh for, that nothing of this kind is ever 
done, but upon the moſt urgent Neceſſity, 
and for the beſt Reaſons : And if ave had Fa- 
thers of our Fleſh that corrected us, and we 
gave them Reverence ; how much more ſhall we 
not be in Subjeclion to "the Father of our Spirits, 

and live? For they werily, for a few Days, 

chaſtened us after their own Pleaſure, but he 
for our Profit ; that we might be Partakers of 


his Holineſs, Heb. xii. 9, 10. To this we 


may add the refreſhing Conſideration, that 
whatever the Afflictions are with which good 
Men are exerciſed, their kind and merciful Fa- 
ther who #nows their Frame, and the Weakneſs 
of it, will always proportion them to our 
Strength, and give us the Grace which is ſuffi- 
cient for us: The parental Pity and Mercy of 
the Lord is the Burden of my Diſcourſe. 
Now ſuppoſe a Child was to undergo a painful 
Operation that was neceſſary to the Reſtora- 
tion of his Health, or the faving of his Life ; 
would the Father of that Child ſtand by un- 
concerned in thoſe important Moments ? Un- 
doubtedly he would be ready to furniſh every 
Cordial and Accommodation that he was able, 
for the Support of his Child under the Pain of 
the Operation, and in the Proceſs of the Cure : 
The ever-merciful God has the Name, Cha- 
racter, and Relation of a Father ; and FN earthly 
D Parents 
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laſt Moments compoſed and quiet ? 


618) 
Parents being evil, know how to give good 
Gifts to their Children ; ; bow much more will 
eur heavenly Father give good Things to them 
that aſs bim? — Our Frame being Duſt, and 
the Days of Man as Grafs and the Flower 
of the Field, thoſe who fear the Lord muſt die 
as well as others: God deſigned that Death 
ſhould ſtand as a Monument of his high Diſ- 
pleaſure againſt the firſt and original Sin; and 
tor this Reaſon his deareſt Children are not 
exempted from it ; but to them who fear the 
Lord, the Victory i js given over that laſt Enemy, 
thro our Lord Feſus Chrifi : Tis to Chriſtians 
an Enemy diſarmed, a Serpent whoſe Sting is 
gone : Death ! to good Men, what is Death ? 


Only a dark Paſſage to a World of Light, and 


a painful Way to the Land of eternal Eaſe, — 
To the Eye of Nature, and mere Humanity, 
never does a Creature appear in more forlorn 


and diſtreſsful Circumſtances, than in the Hour 


of Death ; but what would a Father do for 
his Child at this awiul Time ? Would he not 
uſe his Endeavours to ſmooth his Pillow, ailc- 

viate his Pains, calm his Mind, and make his 
What 
then may not be expected from our heavenly 
Father for thoſe who fear him? who knows 
our Frame, is preſent with the Spirits of his 
Children, is acquainted with all their Fears 
and Burdens, their Defires and Hopes ? When 
their Fleſh and their Heart fail, he will be 
the Strength of their Hearts, in ſup porting their 


Depen- 


(19) 

Dependance, and encouraging their Hopes : 
So often, ſo genèrally have Favours of this kind 
been ſhewn to good Men, that David directs 
the Attention of Mankind, to mark the perfect 
Man, and behold the upright, for the End of 
that Man is Peace. Nay, a wicked Balaam was 
ſo fully convinced of the Truth of this Fact, 
that he wiſheth to die the Death of the Righ- 
zeous, and to have his latter End like his. 

But this is not all yet; as our Beings do not 
end with the Expiration of this frail and feeble 
Life, but are deſigned to be commenſurate with 
Eternity itſelf, She Mer cy of the Lord is to ever- 
laſting upon them that fear him ; and he has 
provided them a Happineſs large as their De- 
fires and Capacities, and durable as their Ex- 
iſtence. He takes them, when they die, out 
of this World of Vanity and Imperfection, 
Sorrow and Sin, into his own Preſence, where 
there is Fulneſs of Joy; and to hrs Right- Hand, 
where there are Pleaſures for evermore. 

Nor is his Mercy only from everlaſting to 
everlaſiing upon them that fear him, but his 


Righteouſneſs alſo unto Children's Children, 70 


uch as heep his Covenant, and to thoſe who re- 
member his Commandments to do them. It their 
Deſcendants do not cut off the Entail of Piety, 
by forſaking their Father's God; they ſhall 
fire the better on account of the Religion of 
their Anceſtors ; God has made this Promiſe, 
that Men might have an E nenen to his 
Service of every Sort; and be engaged to it by 
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( 20 ) 
the Love they have to their Offspring ; and 
many Evidences might be produced from Ex- 
_ of the Accompliſhment of it. | 

But the parental Pity and Mercy of the 
Liord has yet another Province ; that, 1 mean, 
which regards the Souls of good Men, and the 
diſt. elling Circumſtances of their ſpiritual State ; 
a few Inſtances of which it will be roger to 
mention. 

Cannot the Mind expatiate and ke thoſe 
delightful Excurfions into the ſpiritual World 
it gladly would ? Does this Body of Fleſh and 
Blood impriſon and cloud it, fo that it knows 
but in part? This may be a good Man's great 


Unhappineſs and Affliction; it may be his 


Diſadvantage, as to the Improvement he might 
otherwiſe make, and the glorious Heights to 
which he might otherwiſe ſoar; but it is no 
Bar to our Acceptance with God, and the Ap- 
probation of our heavenly Father : : He always 
conſiders us as being what he has made us, and 
permits us to be in the Courſe of his Providence, 
and accepts us according to what we have, and 
not according to what we have not.—A Chriſ- 
tian under Imperfection and Darkneſs, natural 
Incapacity or providential Indiſpoſition with 
regard to the proper Exerciſes of the divine 
Life, his Heart being right with God, is as 
tr aly accepted of him to the Happineſs that 
fuits his Nature and Capacity, as is a Seraph 
with all his Knowledge, Flame, and active 
Devotion ; and v we e know there are a | Company 
„* 5 : O 
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( 21) 


of very acute hd intelligent Beings, who, for 
Want of Integrity and Holineſs, are the De- 
teſtation and Abhorrence of God : The Devils 
know, believe and tremble. —— What would a 
Father do, who had a humble and dutiful 
Child, but who, thro' ſome natural Defect or acci- 
dental Injury, had a {lower Capacity than others 
to attend to and obſerve his Orders? His Child's 
Dnhbappineſs the Father would not think his 
Crime, but it would certainly excite his Pity 
and Conſideration of him; and we may be 
' ſure the ways of God are not leſs equal, nor his 
Regards to his Children leſs kind and com- 
paſſionate. 5 . N EE 
Can't we ſometimes command our Thoughts? 
Are they roving and irregular? Nay, ſome good 
People have complained, that their Thoughts 
are impious, even to Blaſphemy. Whence do 
theſe kind of Thoughts proceed, but from the 
- unhappy Temperament of the Body, to which 
our Souls are united, and which we can no 
more command and controll, than we can 
add a Cubit to our Stature? And ſhall theſe 
Thoughts, which we deteſt, and which, I ve- 
lily believe, riſe in our Minds becauſe we de- 
teſt them, be brought in Account againſt us 
before God ? Would a wiſe Father lay to the 
Charge of his Child, any raſh and extravagant 
Expreſſions he uttered againſt him in a Phrenzy, 
or the Delirium of a Fever, and that were as 
foreign from his ordinary Sentiments as any 


thing could be? 
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the Child, whom bodily Diſordes had ſo much 
put out of the Poſſeſſion of himſelf : This 
then, and much more than this, may be ex- 
pected from that all wiſe and ever merciful God, 
who ſo intimately knows our Frame and our 
Weakneſſes. . 3 

Are notour Paſſions and Appetites ſo much un- 
der due Government as we would wiſh them to 
ber Do we ſind Deſires riſing after things which yet 
in Conſcience we dare not, and will not meddle 
with? The bare Inclination ought not to make 


us pronounce ſeverely concerning ourſelves: 


This is purely natural, animal, and derived. 
from the Body; it cannot be denominated a 
Sin, unleſs the Mind freely and fully complies 
with the Solicitation: The riſing of a Deſire is. 
only the Propoſal of the Temptation; if the 
Temptation be rejected, the Trial of our Inte- 
grit y, by this means, only clears it, and makes 
it ſhine the brighter: Indeed the Struggle of 
Religion and virtuous Principles, with the In- 
clinations of our preſent animal Nature, is the 
great Inſtrument of Probation and Diſcipline 


for: another Life : Deſires and Paſſions are a 


Part of original uncorrupted Nature ; and 
therefore they are not in themſelves Sins ; they 
are indeed the Occaſions of Sin, but they are 
the Occaſions of Virtue too, 7. e. when we regu- 
late and govern them well ; and amidit all their 
Sollicitations, are able to preſerve our Integrity 


and Purity untainted. 
206d 
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(23) 
Nay, laſtly, do we find after all our Vigi- 
lance and Care, many Imperfections ſtill at- 
tending us? A Thing which the moſt ſerious 
Experience of thoſe who have ſerved God in 
the beſt manner that mortal Man ever did, 
will teſtify to be true ; and put to ſhame thoſe 
who ſaucily talk of Perfection as attainable in 


this Life. Are our Hearts ſometimes apt to 


ſtart aſide like a deceitful Bow, and ſerve us 
worſt in our beſt Work ? Is the Frame of our 
Minds ſometimes heavy, cold and languid, as 
to the Exerciſes of Faith, Love, Devotion, 
and the nobleſt Operations of the divine Life ? 
Do the Symptoms of Impatience, Worldlineſs 
and Pride ſometimes break out; as where is 
the Man who can lay his Hand on his Heart, 
and ſay they do not? Do the beſt of Men of- 
fend in many Things, as he muſt have poor 
Notions of the Spirituality and Purity of the 
divine Law, or very arrogant ones of himſelf, 
who dares avow that he does not. Let us 
remember, as nothing of this kind is ſuppoſed 
to be habirual, and done with the cool Conſent 
of the Will, but under ſome occaſional Indiſ- 
poſition, or the ſudden Surprize of a Tempta- 
tion; this fully diſtinguiſhes a Saint from a 
Sinner, and him that fears God, from him 
that fears him not; and it may comfort good 
Men under theſe kind of Imperfections, that 
like as a Father pitieth his Children, ſo the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him; and that his 


Mercy is from everlaſting to everlaſting. The 


Religion 
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| ( 24) 
Religion of Man is the Religion of Man; a 
Creature of imperfect Views, incompaſſed with 
Fleſh and Blood, and combating with the tu- 
multuous Appetite and Paſſions of a lower 
Nature, and to whom therefore an ever-gra- 
cious God will make every fitting favourable 
Allowance: For Preſumption i in Sin there is 
no Relief; but as there is a thing that differs 
widely from it; tho” it is as wide from, and 
ſhort of Perfection on the other Hand, I mean 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity, where the main 
Stream and Courſe of the Life is ſoberly righ- 
teous and godly, with a Conſciouſneſs at the 
fame Time of many Infirmities, from which 
we riſe by Repentance, and a humble Truft 
in the Mercy of God thro' Chriſt Jeſus.— There 
can be no doubt, but God our gracious Father 
will pity and pardon the lamented Weaknels, 
and accept the regular and ſincere, Obedience: 
Would not a kind Father do thus by a Son that 
ſerved him? Would his receiving iuch an one 
be any Encouragement to another who was a 
determined Prodigal and Rebel ? Or would it 


7 


parental Government ? Not the leaſt. Safely 


then may we conclude, that our Father who is 


in Heaven will do the Sane. 


I have left myſelf no Time to draw out the 


many uſeful Inſtructions which might be de- 
duced from what I have advanced; Zand what 


Application will be made, I had rather chuſe 
ſhould' 


be any leſſening of the Honour and Awe of his 
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ſhould riſe out of what I ſhall take the cn 
of ſaying concerning that excellent Woman, 
2 whoſe Removal led me to this Scripture ; and 
indeed whoſe Character, Life and Death, is a 
Sort of Counterpart and Exemplification of i it. 


Mrs. ELEANOR BIGG was an Inſtance 
of the Righteouſneſs of the Lord unto Children's 
* Children: She was the Deſcendant of a Line 
that was religious as far as we can trace it up, 
Her Grandfather, by her Father's ſide, (Mr. 
9 KING) was a Man illuſtrious for Piety, and a 
publick Spirit, in the Reign of King CHARLESC 
3 and JaMEs the ſecond ; and was Sheriff and 
Y j | Alderman of the City of London: Her Fa- | 
ther frequently ventured his Life in, and de- 
voted his Subſtance to the glorious Cauſe of 
the Liberties and Religion of his Country; and 
had certainly been executed by the ſham Rye- 
0 Plot, if the King himſelf, from perſonal 
| ® Knowledge of him, had not ſtruck his Name 
out of the black Liſt, and ordered him to be 
- © diſcharged, after ſeveral Months Confinement 
| Meſſenger's Houſe, whereby he was ſaved 
to do his Part at the REVOLUTION: Her 
aal by her Mother's Side, even to the 
fifth Generation, were as eminent Saints as the 
6 Church of God has known in theſe latter 
3 | roy The Name of GevGE will be precious, 
as long as any Taſte of ſerious Religion remains 
among us; and from one of that Name and 
J 1 did her Moder ſpring: She had, be- 
1 E ſides, 
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fides, worthy Relations, who within the Me- 
mory of moſt of us made a conſiderable Fi igure ; 
the Father in one of the higheſt Stations in the 
Ehurch, the Son in the higheſt in the Law *. 

The Piety and Worthineſs of her Anceſtors 
had better have been forgotten, if ſhe had de- 
generated from it ; but (as your late Paftor 
Dr. Evans faid of her Mother, ih his Fune- 
ral Sermon for her, and 'tis an Honour to the 
Daughter that I can now ſay it of her) the 
& Faith that firſt dwelt in them, appeared in 


* her alſò, ſo as to keep up the true religious 


80 Honour of the Line.“ 


That Impreſſions of Religion were made on 
her Mind early, we have this Evidence, that 
ſne deſired and was admitted into the Commu- 


nion of. this Church in the early Part of her 
Life; and how holily and anblanebly ſhe 
walked, how much ſhe adorned her Profeſ- 
ſon by Devotion and Cloſet- Retirement. 


by a peculiar Diligence in attending the Solem- | 


nities of public Worſhip, by Sweetnels of 
Temper, Family good Government,— 
by the tendereſt Concern for all the Intereſts 


of one for whom the had a Mother's Care, ang 


omg} a Mother's Love, how ſhe filled up 
very Station of Life, both before the entered 
100 the Marriage- State, and ſinee; I have 
now before me many Witneſſes; HER Hus- 
BAND, and be 10100 praiſe ber; and, tho' ſhe 
| had 


* Dr. FaLBoT, late Biſhop of Durham, and the Lord 
Ty LBOT, late Lord High Ohancellor of England, 
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had no Children, there are ſome here, whq 
like Children, il r:/e up and call her bleſſed. - 
From the lively Vigour of Health ſhe long 
enjoyed, her Huſband and Friends oromiſed 
themſelves many Years of Satisfaction and 
Comfort in her; when all of a ſudden a Diſ- 
temper ſeized her which ſpoiled all their hope- 
ful Proſpects; took from her firſt the Freedom 
of her Speech, then her Limbs, then impaired 
her Underſtantiing, and laſtly put an End to her 
Life And in Al this, ſhe is an Inſtance of 
the Truth of thoſe Words of the Text, that as 
for Man his Days are as Graſs, &c. Let none 
impeach that Providence which appointed this 
Diſpenſation, nor dare to entertain the leaſt 
Suſpicion of her Religion who was the Subject 
of it: The Ways. of God are juft and true, 
tho". great and marvellous ; and as to this good 
Woman herſelf, as while ſhe had her Capaci- 
ties of Body and Mind, ſhe employed them as 
a Chriſtian ought to do, it is not with me the 
leaſt Doubt, but that ſhe wwas as dear to God, 
under all the pitiable Weakneſſes and Incapa- 
cities of her latter Life, and 2s as happy now, 
as if none of theſ. Things had befallen her. 
The World and her Friends have loſt the 
Uſefulneſs and good Example of her later 
Years ; Indiſpoſition has prevented her leaving 
her dying Teftimony to Religion ; but that is 
aur Diſadvantage not hers : Death has been to 
her a more than common Gain, as it has laid 
her poor ſhattered, bodily Frame at reſt in the 
TICED „„ e 
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Grave; has looſed her Soul from that Priſon 
within a Priſon, in which it has lately been, 
confined, and delivered her out into all the full 
and glorious Liberty of the Sons of God. Her 
beſt Life, that of Religion, has lately lain dor- 
mant and unactive, like Fire ſmothered up 
among the Embers; but now, I firmly believe, 

ſhe like the Angels, is a Flame of Fire, Love 
and active Devotion. 

It ſhould reconeile 3 Wien to her 
Wi Removal, it ſhould make fhem rejoice in it, 
1 that hey have Reaſon to believe and hope 
5 that ſhe is gone to a State, where ſhe has 7ruly 
found herſelf again ; where all that i; perfect, 
7s come; and all that was in part is done 
17 
Of the Reality of uch a glotious State for 
holy Souls, ſuch Inſtances as we have now 
4X2 meditating upon, are to me a ſtrong 
Preſumption: When I have ſeen the piteous 
Circumſtances to which this good Woman's 
Diſorder had reduced her, more than once 
Have J faid to myſelf, Certainly this cannot be 
the State in which the Exiſtence of Man ſhall 
end: There muſt be a World hereafter, in 
which the Principles both of Rationality and 
Religion, will be able to breathe more freely, 
and art themſelves with more Eaſe and Vi- 
gour than they are found to do in any, much 
lefs in Creatures ſo oppreſt. If it can be other- 
wiſe, I have been ready to ſay, God made all 
Men in vain, and ot on both of Intelli- 
gence 


9 (29) 
"Kence and Grace, are in a great Meaſure abor- 
4 I we. 
4 We have, "I IN an Inſtance of the Frailty 
= Iod Vanity of all human Truſt and Dependance, 
nd a Leſſon fo ceaſe from Man whoſe. Breath 
3 in his Noſtrils : Whereof is he to be account- 
1 72 In particular, an Inſtruction 20 make haſte, 
id not delay to keep God's Commandments: 
Well for our departed Friend! She truſted to 
Jo Vigour of Conſtitution, but gave to God her 
3 ' and the Beginrfing of her Strength, and 
tad not her Work to do, when the Time of 
er working was over, 'Do you, her ſurvi- 
* ing Friends, eſpecially thoſe of you who are 
I 7 Wes, imitate the Pattern of early Piety, ſhe 
ps left you: The Character of Piety in this 
3 I Mligious Family has not been loſt ; nay has not, 
1 I . t I know of, had one Interruption for Ge- 
rations : The oldeſt here cannot remember 
e Time, when there was not one or more of 
em, who was an Ornament to Religion in 
lis Part of the Chriſtian Church: O that the 
f Fred Entail might never be cut off, but car- 
4 d on from Time to Time, thro' many ſuc- 
Wins Generations ! I do not doubt, but you 
'h ve had many F amily-Bleſſings among you 
s gr the fake of your pious Progenitors ; thezr 
86:72 follow, remembering the End of their 
W Ger /ati on : TFeſus Chriſt, the be ſame yeſterday, 
C..; day, and for ever. 
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